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Bears take home the trophy 



University of California-Berkeley School of Optometry earned a year's worth of bragging rights—and a crystal 
trophy—thanks to the knowledge and gutsy wagering of Brian Snydsman, fourth-year student. Snydsman took 
home $1,000 for winning the Varilux Optometry Super Bowl XVII sponsored by Essilor. 

Senate Medicare fee fix is a vote short... for now 


The annual AOA-PAC Breakfast 
at Optometry's Meeting™ yester¬ 
day evolved into a useful strat¬ 
egy session on how to overcome 
a disappointing one-vote setback 
in the U.S. Senate the night be¬ 
fore of AOA-backed legislation 
to avert a 10.6 percent Medicare 
physician 
payment cut 
that will im¬ 
pact ODs as 
well as MDs 
and other 
providers. 

With the 
cut slated to 
take effect 
on July 1 and 
with further 
reductions 
in Medicare 
provider pay¬ 
ments expect¬ 
ed, the AOA is already working 
to back a plan to restore Medi¬ 
care payments retroactively. 


Just prior to the key vote, in 
remarks on the Senate floor, Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-Nev.) specifically referenced 
the AOA's support for the Medi¬ 
care fix bill, the Medicare Im¬ 
provements for Patients and Pro¬ 
viders Act (H.R. 6331). Earlier 
in the day, the AOA Washington 
office issued a Legislative Action 
Alert urging ODs to telephone 
their U.S. senators to ask for a 
"Yes" vote on H.R. 6331. ODs 
from across the country, includ¬ 
ing those attending Optometry's 
Meeting™ , responded and used 
the Senate switchboard number 
- 202-224-3121 - to weigh in. 

Overall, 59 senators supported 
the AOA-backed Medicare bill, 
just one short of the 60 need¬ 
ed for the measure to advance. 
Of the 40 senators who voted 
against the bill, all Republicans, 
most objected to using reduc¬ 
tions in federal payments to pri¬ 
vate Medicare Advantage plans 


to offset the cost of blocking the 
doctor rate cuts. 

It is expected that Sen. Reid, 
Sen. Max Baucus (D-Mont.) and 
other supporters of the bill will 
push for another vote when Con¬ 
gress returns from its "Fourth of 
July" holiday recess on July 7. 
In the meantime, the AOA and a 
coalition of provider and patient 
organizations will be seeking to 
gain new support for H.R. 6331. 

Unfortunately, the Medicare 
cut will take effect before then, 
and ODs, MDs and other Medi¬ 
care providers as well as patients 
will be affected. In addition 
to averting Medicare cuts over 
the next 18 months, H.R. 6331 
included a provision blocking 
implementation of a misguided 
DMEPOS accreditation regula¬ 
tion that the AOA opposes. 

In remarks to AOA-PAC Bread- 
fast attendees, Brian Kristjanson, 
state director for Sen. Patty Mur- 
Continued on page 4 


House votes 
to review 
defense fund 

A resolution proposed by four 
state optometric associations to 
create a project team to review 
the AOA's Affiliate Legal and Leg¬ 
islative Defense Fund passed the 
House of Delegates Friday after¬ 
noon. 

Introduced by the Florida Op¬ 
tometric Association, Optometry 
Association of Louisiana, Massa¬ 
chusetts Society of Optometrists, 
and Ohio Optometric Association, 
the resolution calls for the AOA 
Board of Trustees to establish a 
project team within 60 days "to 
re-evaluate, study, investigate, 
and explore the current and fu¬ 
ture organizational structure, 
rules for use, and intended goals" 
for the program and present its 
final report to the June 2009 AOA 
House of Delegates for its consid¬ 
eration. 

The House of Delegates ad¬ 
opted Resolution #1963 in June 
2005 implementing the Affiliate 
Legal and Legislative Defense 
Fund loan program and creating 
an Oversight Board. However 
the Oversight Board has yet to 
receive an application for funds 
from any affiliated association 
seeking to participate in the loan 
program; and the original fund of 
$1,128,604.69 to initiate the pro¬ 
gram remains unused. 

In other action, the Resolu¬ 
tions Committee announced that 
it plans to bring a resolution con¬ 
cerning Standards of Professional 
Conduct before the House this 
morning. Another resolution, 
regarding the voting status of op¬ 
tometric faculty, was withdrawn 
and will be resubmitted as a by¬ 
laws amendment at Optometry's 
Meeting™ in 2009. 


The See-attle Times 
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AOA collaboration with 
industry reaches milestone 


Seattle, Washington • June 28,2008 



(from left) Stan Yamane, O.D., VisionWeb; Pat Cummings, O.D., Johnson & 
Johnson; Mike Daley, Essilor; Howard Braverman, O.D., chair of the Oph¬ 
thalmic Council; Henry Sand, Luxottica; and Michael Pier, O.D., Bausch 
& Lomb. 


AOA Ophthalmic Council 

celebrates 10-year anniversary 

The AOA celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of the Ophthalmic 
Council, which serves as an in¬ 
formal forum for the leaders of 
the ophthalmic industry and 
the AOA to communicate their 
respective ideas and concerns 
while enhancing and advancing 
the ophthalmic industry to better 
serve patients and consumers. 

In the course of its 10 years, 
the Ophthalmic Council's sup¬ 
port of the AOA and the profes¬ 
sion of optometry is reflected in 
millions of dollars and unmea¬ 
sured amounts of time and coun¬ 
sel. 

A firm's participation in the 
Ophthalmic Council begins with 
sponsorship support of projects 
or programs—either with a sin¬ 
gle sponsorship or collective sup¬ 
port in several areas—as well as 
a demonstrated consistency with 
the AOA's goals and practices. 


Of particular note, the Ophthal¬ 
mic Council provided support for 
the Practice Management Uni¬ 
versity (PMU) from 2000 - 2003 
and Optometry 2020 Summits 
(2005 - 2006). 

In its three years, PMU pro¬ 
vided management training to 
more than 11,000 optometrists 
and their staffs. 

The Optometry 2020 Summits 
provided an unprecedented op¬ 
portunity for all optometric or¬ 
ganizations and industry to con¬ 
sider the future of the optometric 
profession outside the normal po¬ 
litical and economic boundaries. 
Putting patient care at the cen¬ 
ter, and considering inevitable 
changes in the world, optometric 
organizations took an honest look 
at the future and determined its 
course. 

"The Ophthalmic Council is 
extremely valuable to the profes¬ 
sion because of the interactions 
with industry leaders and has 


become a vehicle for industry 
and the optometric profession to 
work together to benefit the pa¬ 
tients that we both serve every 
day. Also, the Ophthalmic Coun¬ 
cil recognizes those companies 
at the top tier of support of or¬ 
ganized optometry to ensure an 
ongoing dialogue that benefits 
the profession," said Howard J. 
Braverman, O.D., chair of the 
AOA Ophthalmic Council. 

Founding participants of the 


Ophthalmic Council include: Al- 
con, Allergan, Bausch & Lomb, 
CIBA Vision, Essilor of America, 
Inc., Luxottica Group, Marchon 
Eyewear, VSP, and Vistakon, di¬ 
vision of Johnson & Johnson, 
Vision Care, Inc. In addition, 
the current Ophthalmic Council 
participants include Advanced 
Medical Optics, CooperVision, 
Eyemaginations, HOYA, Optos, 
Liberty Sport, TLC Vision, Tran¬ 
sitions Optical, and VisionWeb. 


AOA launches'Hispanic Vision Initiative'during Optometry's Meeting™ 


New education for 
professionals and the public 

Responding to the growth of 
the Hispanic population and the 
importance of supporting optome¬ 
trists in meeting the needs of their 
Hispanic patients, the AOA and 
Transitions Optical, Inc. are join¬ 
ing forces to deliver new commu¬ 
nications tools and resources that 
focus on the unique needs of the 
Hispanic population. 

The AOA launched its "Hispanic 
Vision Initiative" during a press 
event at Optometry's Meeting™ 


Friday night and announced plans 
for professional and public educa¬ 
tion, supported by Transitions. 

Specifically, education is planned 
for optometrists, geared toward 
helping them better understand 
and accommodate specific cultural 
differences and risk factors pertain¬ 
ing to Hispanic consumers. 

As part of its "Hispanic Vision 
Initiative," the AOA is developing 
a new Spanish section on its Web 
site. 

Translations in three key public 
information areas are being sup¬ 



Authorities seekODs'help in missing girl case 


Authorities in Maine are seeking information about a girl, between 4 and 
6 years old, who appears in photos on the Internet that indicate sexual 
abuse. She has a rare eye condition, acquired heterochromia, with a blue 
right iris and green left iris. She has been confirmed as a missing person, 
and is believed to be in the eastern United States. She has eyeglasses, and 
thus most likely has been a patient of an eye care provider. One lens is 
etched with the letters "MS." If you have information that can help police 
locate her, please contact Detective Michael J. McFadden, of the Belfast, 
Maine, Police Department at 207-338-5255, or m.mcfadden@belfastmepd. 
org. He can also provide a full photo of the child's face upon request. 

"We want to hear from anyone who has any suspicion whatsoever that 
they may recognize this person," McFadden said. "The stakes are simply 
too high to second-guess ourselves. We will follow up on any lead and do 
so in a way that protects the source of our information and respects pa¬ 
tient/doctor privileges." 


ported by a grant through the Tran¬ 
sitions Partners in Education™ pro¬ 
gram, with additional translations 
to come. 

This will complement the range 
of Spanish-language patient educa¬ 
tion tools already available through 
the AOA and Transitions. 

"Today, more than 3,500 AOA 
member practices are located in 
areas with significant numbers of 
Hispanic residents," said Kevin Al¬ 
exander, O.D., Ph.D., AOA presi¬ 
dent. "As this number increases, 
it is more important than ever 
for eye care professionals to bet¬ 
ter understand this demographic 
and to overcome existing language 
and cultural barriers. Transitions 
shares the AOA's commitment to 
address the public health needs 
of this group and is already taking 
a lead in arming eye care profes¬ 
sionals with education and tools to 
reach out to Hispanic patients." 

"Understanding the unique eye 
health and communication needs 
of the Hispanic population is criti¬ 


cal," said Martha Rivera, Hispanic 
market segment manager, Transi¬ 
tions. "For example, Hispanic pa¬ 
tients are at greater risk for many 
eye and systemic diseases, which 
have implications for eye health 
- but they are unaware of how to 
protect themselves. We are hon¬ 
ored to support the AOA in its ef¬ 
forts and hope to further raise 
awareness of the risk factors and 
encourage Hispanic patients to dis¬ 
cuss the need for regular eye exams 
and proper vision wear with their 
optometrists." 

To support the initiative on an 
ongoing basis and pursue devel¬ 
opment of future resources, the 
AOA has assembled a project team 
dedicated to helping optometrists 
better serve the growing Hispanic 
market. 

To guide the initiative, the AOA 
also has announced plans to release 
a patient survey, to be administered 
by optometrists, that will help pro¬ 
vide insights into the needs relative 
to serving Hispanic patients. 


Hall of Fame reintroduced 

The AOA has reintroduced the National Optometry Hall of Fame at 
Optometry's Meeting™ in Seattle. 

The administration of the Hall of Fame was transferred from the 
Ohio Optometric Association to the AOA to allow greater recognition 
of this prestigious group of optometric visionaries. 

Since its inception, 46 individuals have been inducted into the Hall 
of Fame. 

To allow a smooth transition, all past inductees were honored at an 
hors d'oeuvres reception last night. 

The National Optometry Hall of Fame will begin honoring new 
inductees in 2009. 

Optometry's Meeting™ attendees are invited to view the National 
Optometry Hall of Fame exhibit in the Exhibit Hall (4D - Skybridge). 
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Presidential inauguration,electionsthisafternoon 



Peter Kehoe, Randolph 

O.D. Brooks, O.D. 


The 2008-2009 AOA Board of 
Trustees will be installed at the 
House of Delegates this afternoon 
following the 1:45 p.m. inaugural 
address by Peter Kehoe, O.D., the 
new AOA president. 

Kevin L. Alexander, O.D., 
Ph.D., will assume the AOA 
Board of Trustee office of imme¬ 
diate past president. Currently the 
AOA president, Dr. Alexander was 
first elected to the AOA's Board of 
Trustees in June 1999 and was re¬ 
elected in June 2000 and again in 
2003. 

Dr. Alexander is currently the 
dean of the Michigan College of Op¬ 
tometry. He will serve as president 
of the Southern California College 
of Optometry effective July 1. 

Dr. Kehoe will assume the AOA 
office of president. Dr. Kehoe is 
currently the president-elect and 
was elected to the AOA Board of 
Trustees in June 1999 and re-elect- 



iSee-dft/e times ^ 


The See-attle Times is pre¬ 
sented by the AOA Commu¬ 
nications Group thanks to 
AMO's sponsorship. To sub¬ 
mit a news tip, idea for cover¬ 
age, or photo, drop a line to 
Daily@aoa.org. Issues will be 
published Thursday, June 26; 
Friday, June 27 and Saturday, 
June 28. Copies are dropped 
off at the doors of many Op¬ 
tometry's Meeting™ hotel 
rooms and at kiosks through¬ 
out the Washington State Con¬ 
vention and Trade Center. 

For AOA: 

Editor: Bob Foster 
Senior Editor: Tracy Overton 
Contributor/ 

Photographer: Greg Wilton 

For AMO: 

Jaimie Morgan 
Yari Mitchell 

For CustomNEWS: 

Production Manager: 

John Carter 
Writer: Sandy Smith 

Contributing 

photographers: 

Kenny Bordelon, 
Lagniappe Studios 
Steve Sneider, 
Lagniappe Studios 



Joe Ellis, O.D. Dori M. 


Carlson, O.D. 

ed in 2002. He is a principal in a 
multi-office group practice based 
in Galesburg, III. 

Randolph Brooks, O.D., filed for 
the AOA office of president-elect. 
Dr. Brooks, currently the vice 
president, was first elected to the 
board in June 2000 and re-elected 
in 2003. 

He has a private group practice 
in Ledgewood, NJ. 

Joe Ellis, O.D., has filed for the 
AOA office of vice president. Dr. 
Ellis, currently the AOA secretary- 
treasurer, was first elected to the 
board in June 2001 and re-elected 
in 2004. 

He is in private practice in Ben¬ 
ton, Ky. 



David A. Gregory W. 

Cockrell, O.D. Hicks, O.D. 


Dori M. Carlson, O.D., of Park 
River, N.D., filed for the AOA of¬ 
fice of secretary-treasurer. Dr. 
Carlson was first elected to the 
board in June 2004. She and her 
husband and partner Mark Helge- 
son, O.D., own practices in Park 
River and Grafton, N.D. 

David A. Cockrell, O.D., filed 
for re-election to the AOA Board 
of Trustees. Dr. Cockrell lives in 
Stillwater, Okla., and practices 
with his wife Cherry B. Cockrell, 
O.D., and Jeff D. Miller, O.D. 

Gregory W. Hicks, O.D., is a 
candidate for the AOA Board of 
Trustees. Dr. Hicks is the presi¬ 
dent of Family Eye Care Services 
with locations in Sandusky, Huron 



Ronald L. Hopping, Christopher 
O.D.,MPH Quinn, O.D. 


and Clyde, Ohio. 

Ronald L. Hopping, O.D., 
MPH, filed for re-election to the 
AOA Board of Trustees. Dr. Hop¬ 
ping was first elected to the board 
in 2005. Dr. Hopping practices 
with his spouse, Desiree Hopping, 
O.D., and two associates in Hous¬ 
ton, Texas. 

Christopher Quinn, O.D., is a 
candidate for the AOA Board of 
Trustees. Dr. Quinn is founder 
and president of Omni Eye Ser¬ 
vices of New Jersey, a regional 
optometric referral center where 
he started an optometric student 
extern program that has included 
eight schools and colleges of op¬ 
tometry. 


PAC 

Continued from page 1 

ray (D-Wash.), referenced Sen. 
Murray's strong support for H.R. 
6331 and for optometry. He 
urged attendees to "keep up the 
good fight" and to stay in close 
touch with Senator Murray and 
other allies in the fight to safe¬ 
guard Medicare. 

Jon Hymes, AOA Washington 
office director, said that he was 
pleased that the AOA—through 
the activism of individual ODs 
- had won recognition from Sen¬ 
ate leaders for its efforts to build 
support for the bill. He noted 
that this must continue for the 
AOA to win this battle and con¬ 
tinue to be an effective force in 
Washington, DC. 

"Organized medicine and oph¬ 
thalmology, insurance and man¬ 


aged care companies and Inter¬ 
net contact lens sellers spend 
millions of dollars seeking to gain 
influence in the nation's capital," 
Hymes said. "With AOA-backed 
bills like H.R. 6331 that must be 
passed and national health care 
reform to be a priority in 2009, 
it is essential that efforts to ex¬ 
pand AOA-PAC and strengthen 
the federal Keyperson program 
succeed." 

Abie Chadderon, O.D., chair 
of the AOA-PAC pointed that in 
an election year, funds are of¬ 
ten needed to better be heard. 
"Our goal is $2 million and we've 
raised $1.5 million. This is an ear¬ 
lier timeline due to the November 
elections. Those who have given 
urge others to give." 

AOA participation in the PAC 
has hit as high as 25 percent; at 
this point in the year, 14.6 percent 


of membership has given to the 
PAC. The average gift has fallen 
somewhat, too, down from $179 
last year to $133.80 this year. 

The breakfast also honored 
two who had made a difference. 
Norma Bowyer, O.D., MPH, was 
named Federal Keyperson of the 
Year. In presenting the award, 
Darlene Eakin, executive director 
of the Kentucky Optometric Asso¬ 
ciation, cited Dr. Bowyer's work 
gaining the earmark for the In- 
fantSEE® program. "It's a perfect 
example of the kind of results you 
can get from one person having 
that constituent voice. That's what 
matters most to legislators." 

Dr. Bowyer shared the award 
with the entire profession. "Even 
though I'm the one standing here, 
it really is the whole profession it¬ 
self. It takes all of us." 

Dr. Chadderon named Steve 
B r o w n m i 11 e r, 
O.D., as AOA- 
PAC State Repre¬ 
sentative of the 
Year. He praised 
Dr. Brownmill- 
er's work be¬ 
hind the scenes. 
"There are those 
of who are in 
the spotlight, 
but many more 
work behind the 
scenes, do their 
due diligence 
and are doing 
the work that 
we all get the 
rewards for." 



From the Medicaid bill to preparations for health care reform, Jon Hymes, AOA Washington 
Office Director, brought attendees up to date on the latest legislative issues at the AOA-PAC 
breakfast. 
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Big day for education at Optometry's Meeting " today 


Attendees can join Bausch & 
Lomb for the Saturday Morning 
Breakfast Symposium from 6 a.m. 
to 7:30 a.m. 

The CE, "Therapeutic Advances 
in the Treatment of Ocular Surface 
Inflammatory Disease," course 
#B301, will provide the partici¬ 
pant with an understanding of the 
inflammatory process, predispos¬ 
ing factors and tools to effectively 
manage these conditions. (Lectur¬ 
ers: P. Karpecki, O.D. and S. Pflug- 
felder, M.D.) 

TLC Vision is sponsoring the 
Saturday General Education Day, 
including course #3008, "Handling 
Patients with Unexpected Results 
from Refractive Surgery," from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. 

The course will cover how to 
manage the complex refractive 
surgery patient. (Lecturers: J. Pot¬ 
ter, O.D., and B.Tullo, O.D.) 

Bausch & Lomb is sponsoring 
"Grand Rounds in SiHy: Vision, 
Comfort, and Ocular Health," 
course #3208, from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. (Lecturer: K. Kersick, O.D.) 

The course will cover examples 
of fitting analysis and application 
of specialty silicone hydrogel lens¬ 
es through a variety of case pre¬ 
sentations. 

The Michigan College of Op¬ 
tometry is sponsoring "Advanced 
Primary Care Procedures," course 
#3308, from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. (Lec¬ 
turer: P. Walling, O.D.) 

The course will use slides and 
video clips to better familiarize 


the participant with procedures 
such as gonioscopy, posterior pole 
fundoscopy, conjunctival concre¬ 
tion removal, punctual occlusion 
and injectable medication. 

TLC Vision is sponsoring "Pres¬ 
byopic Corrections in Refractive 
Surgery," course #3010, from 10 
a.m. to noon. (Lecturer: S. Black, 
O.D.) 

The course will discuss various 
presbyopic refractive surgery op¬ 
tions including monovision, mul¬ 
tifocal LASIK corrections, conduc¬ 
tive keratoplasty, scleral implants 
and multifocal intraocular lenses. 

Bausch & Lomb is sponsoring 
"Expert Consensus in the Manage¬ 
ment of Ocular Surface Disease: 
What the DEWS Report and ITF 
Guidelines Mean to Your Prac¬ 
tice," course #3210, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. (Lecturers: P. Karpecki, 
O.D. and S. Pflugfelder, M.D.) 

This course will cover inflam¬ 
matory pathogenesis, predispos¬ 
ing factors and new modes of 
treatment for dysfunctional tear 
syndrome or dry eye condition. 

Vistakon Pharmaceuticals is 
sponsoring "Understanding the 
New Antibiotics I and II," course 
#3410, from 10 a.m. to noon. (Lec¬ 
turer: M. Horn, O.D.) 

This course will look at proper 
prescribing practices, patient is¬ 
sues, the antibiotic arms race, 
contact lens wear, dermatologic 
conditions, bacteria and microbial 
keratitis strategies. 

TLC Vision is sponsoring "Is 


Warm-up act for Jay Leno 

Inspired by Jay Leno’s taking the stage tonight, the staff 

of the See-attle Times started looking around Optometry’s Meeting™ 

for headlines that Jay might feature on the “Tonight Show.” 

As a sort of warm-up act, here are suggestions from our staff: 

Artificial tears flood exhibit hall 

Lecture: More to eye exam than going No. 1, No. 2 

Paras, Hilton busy today 

Crooks to leave AOA board 

Crossing eyes, donning tees: 

Strabismus lectures at Optometry's Meeting™ 

Highlights for Low Vision 

Class features speakers in briefs 

Crowd of ODs caught in shower 

ODs wine at Washington Experience 

Students shed lab coats, receive warm welcome in Seattle 

ODs lose patients with wandering eyes 

Buzz follows Optometry’s Super Bowl 
Optometric Educators Exchange numbers 

Exhibit Hall loaded after Washington Wine Experience /Microbrew Mania 
Course features ODs on drugs 


Your Patient a Candidate for Re¬ 
fractive Surgery?" course #3014, 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. (Lecturers: 
S. Black, O.D.; J. Owen, O.D., 
MBA; J. Potter, O.D.; and B. Tullo, 
O.D.) 

The course will outline cur¬ 
rent thinking on selecting the best 
candidates for refractive surgery 
based on principles used by TLC 
Laser Eye Centers. 

The Ohio State University Col¬ 


lege of Optometry is sponsor¬ 
ing "The Dry Eye Recipe Book: 
Clinical Applications of Consen¬ 
sus Panel Reports" course #3314, 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. (Lecturer: K. 
Nichols, O.D., Ph.D., MPH) 

The course will provide clini¬ 
cal case examples highlighting the 
similarities and differences in the 
recommended dry eye manage¬ 
ment plans. 


Optometry Giving Sight and 
VOSH International partner 


Optometry's role in global ef¬ 
forts to eliminate refractive error- 
based blindness and low vision 
will take a giant leap forward with 
the announcement of a coopera¬ 
tive partnership between Optom¬ 
etry Giving Sight and VOSH In¬ 
ternational. 

The two organizations will sign 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
today recognizing Optometry Giv¬ 
ing Sight's special expertise in the 
raising of funds for programs to 
support the goals of VISION 2020: 
The Right to Sight in the area of 
uncorrected refractive error and 
VOSH International's activities in 
the design, implementation and 
execution of such programs. 

The cooperation reflects the 
unique expertise of each organiza¬ 
tion, which enhance optometry's 
ability to provide sustainable vi¬ 
sion care services to people in 
need of refractive error correc¬ 
tion and low vision services. 

"VOSH has made a big differ¬ 
ence in the world with its short¬ 
term missions," said Larry Hook¬ 
way, O.D., president of VOSH 


International. "Now that world 
attention has started to include 
uncorrected refractive error, we 
have a chance to shift our focus 
to more sustainable systems. This 
will involve more efforts to train 
locals to care for their communi¬ 
ties and establish clinics with per¬ 
manent clinic staffs. VOSH will 
still be doing short-term missions 
but now we will have the oppor¬ 
tunity to get involved in other 
ways. It is a very exciting time to 
be involved in international eye 
care and I encourage each of our 
chapters to support Optometry 
Giving Sight's fundraising cam¬ 
paigns." 

Under the terms of the agree¬ 
ment, Optometry Giving Sight 
will allocate a percentage of total 
donor funds raised in the United 
States to VOSH International for 
sustainable vision care projects 
that build local capacity and in¬ 
frastructure. 

In addition, VOSH Internation¬ 
al will be able to apply for grant 
funds from the general grant pool 
when these are announced. 


What souvenir are you taking home with you? 



"I'd like to take Al 
if I could." 

Norma Bowyer, 
O.D., MPH, 
Morgantown, 
W.Va. 



"A new pair of 
CIBA dailies." 
Shawn Mallady, 
O.D. 

Danville, III. 



"An umbrella." 


Millicent 
Knight, O.D. 
Evanston, III. 
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CLCS honors research and service achievements 


The AOA Contact Lens and Cor¬ 
nea Section held its annual busi¬ 
ness meeting and luncheon, spon¬ 
sored by Alcon, yesterday. 

At the meeting, the section hon¬ 
ored James F. Saviola, O.D., with 
the Dr. Rodger Kame Award in ap¬ 
preciation for outstanding service 
and dedication to the CLCS. The 
award is sponsored by The Vision 
Care Institute™, LLC a Johnson & 
Johnson Company. 

The section also presented Jo¬ 
seph P. Shovlin, O.D., with the 
Achievement Award in recognition 
of outstanding contributions to the 
optometric profession in the area 
of contact lenses and eye care. The 
award is sponsored by The Vision 
Care Institute™. 

The section also presented the 
Luminary Award to Michael D. De- 
Paolis, O.D., who was recognized 
as a distinguished clinical practitio¬ 
ner who developed a contact lens 
practice and tirelessly contributes 
to the development of others. The 
award is sponsored by Bausch & 
Lomb. 

The recipients of the CLCS Stu¬ 
dent/Resident Research Awards 
were honored at the meeting as 
well. 

Advanced Medical Optics (AMO) 
sponsored a resident award for re¬ 
search papers on "My Most Chal¬ 
lenging Contact Lens Case." 


• First Place: Catherine Panne- 
baker, O.D. (OSUCO) 

• Second Place: Opal Amin, O.D. 
(UHCO) 

• Third Place: Shana Brafman, 
O.D. (ICO) 

Allergan sponsored a student/ 
resident award for research papers 
dedicated to "Combating Microbial 
Keratitis in our Contact Lens Pa¬ 
tients: Prevention and Treatment." 

• First Place: Renee Phipps 
(ICO) 

• Second Place: Dan Friederich 
(UMSL) 

• Third Place: Premilla Banwait 
(UCBSO) 

The CLCS supported a student 
award for research papers on "My 
Most Challenging Contact Lens 
Case." 

• First Place: Andrea Needham 
(ICO) 

• Second Place: David Meyer 
(SCCO) 

• Third Place: Chaitali Shukla 
(ICO) 

CIBA Vision sponsored a student 
award for research on "Unique 
Applications of Silicone Hydrogel 
Lenses." 

• First Place: Brett Sobieralski 
(UMSL) 

• Second Place: Erin Draper 
(PCO) 

• Third Place: Kirsten Harwood 
(PCO) 


Mind reader Channing 
sees inside students'heads 

What's on students' minds? Robert Channing sure knew 
during the AOSA Awards and General Session sponsored by 
VSP. 

Channing, who bills himself as the "world's foremost mind 
reader," stunned the audience by predicting how much change 
one student held in his pocket and then proceeded to guess 
what number someone had in mind. He calls his act "sight¬ 
less vision," though says it's a combination of luck, ESP and 
showmanship. 

But that was only the build-up. He brought two partici¬ 
pants on stage, flipped through a book and asked them to stop 
on a page and concentrate on the word on the top left corner. 
In both cases, he was able to "read" their minds. 

He also asked those in the audience to write the answers 
to several questions: what's the funniest thing you've ever 
experienced, what one question do you want me to answer 
about your future, and what's your nickname. (Most of the 
funny stories seemed to involve happenings in Las Vegas, so 
there may be some accounting for law of probability in his 
guesses.) But, after an elaborate blindfolding routine that in¬ 
volved seven layers of duct tape, he rubbed the index cards 
on his head and was able to discern the answers. 

For his final routine, he promised $100 to everyone sitting 
on the front three rows and to refund his appearance fee paid 
by the AOSA if he was wrong. He then randomly pulled four 
people from the audience to ask for their dream vacations. 
He'd written the answers, sealed them in an envelope and 
Fed Ex'd them nearly a week before the event. 

Also at the opening general session, awards were handed 
out to Mike Elton, who won the AOSA Founders' Award. El¬ 
ton, who works for HOYA, was hailed as a good friend to 
the AOSA for assistance given to fundraising efforts. Angel 
Sawyer, O.D., and Heather White, O.D., were Merit Award 
winners. 


CooperVision sponsored a stu¬ 
dent/resident award for research 
papers discussing "Contemporary 
Contact Lens Management of Pres¬ 
byopia... Vision Correction Beyond 
Monovision." 

• First Place: Mavis Armbruster 
(UMSL) 

• Second Place: Sarah Hetu, O.D. 
(NSUOCO) 

• Third Place: Anita Han (ICO) 

Each first-place award recipient 

received $2,000, round-trip airfare, 
two nights' stay at Optometry's 
Meeting™, meal reimbursement 
and a prestigious plaque. 

The second and third place 


awards provided $1,000 and a cer¬ 
tificate. 

Last evening, the CLCS held its 
Awards Reception and honored H. 
Dwight Cavanagh, Ph.D., with the 
prestigious Dr. Donald Korb Award 
for Excellence. 

The award is given in recogni¬ 
tion of an individual who is a true 
innovator and leader in the field 
of contact lenses and anterior seg¬ 
ment disease. 

The reception and award were 
sponsored by CIBA Vision. 

CooperVision sponsored the 
CLCS Education Reception later in 
the evening. 



Louise Sclafani, O.D., and Jack Schaeffer, O.D., at the CLCS business 
meeting. Dr. Schaeffer was honored for serving as past chair. 
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Take your patients 
to a healthier place 










